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Question 1 Kerry Mansfield re Buxton Lane, Caterham 
 

A question has been received asking the County Council to create a safe means for 
pedestrians to cross Buxton Lane in Caterham on the Hill. 
 
The question includes the following details: 
 
Buxton lane is a very busy road with fast moving traffic. A large number of pedestrians 
consisting of parents with school children need to cross this road each day on the school run 
to access 4 schools in the vaccinity. 
 
Currently there are no measures in place for safe crossing of Buxton Lane. 
 
When sustainable travel is to be encouraged and you g people supported to be more active 
it is essential that we provide a safe means for these pedestrians to cross with confidence. 
 
Response 

 
Buxton Lane is a residential road that runs from Hayes Lane at the Croydon/Surrey 
boundary in the north to Townend at the junction with Banstead Road in the south.  The road 
is on a bus route. 
 
Surrey County Council hold personal injury collision data for traffic collisions that have 
occurred over the most recent 5-year period this information is provided by Surrey Police 
and shows that there has been no personal injury collisions at this location in Buxton Lane 
over the most recent 5 year period for which data is available (from 01/09/2016 to 31/08/21). 
 
Developer funding was available from the Oaklands Hospital Site in Caterham to design and 
construct an informal crossing in Buxton Lane just to the north of the junction with Portley 
Lane. There is a public footpath to Foxon Lane that joins the west side of Buxton Lane just to 
the north of the junction with Portley Lane.  A number of school pupils and their parents 
cross the road at this location to access the three schools in Whyteleafe Road and De 
Stafford school.  
 
The informal crossing consists of a kerb build out on the west side of Buxton Lane, with 
dropped kerbs and tactile paving on the build out and also on the pavement opposite.  The 
newly constructed kerb build-out means that people crossing from the public footpath side of 
Buxton Lane will be further out into the road and have better visibility round the bend to the 
right.  The build-out also restricts the road width, so there is a narrower width of road for 
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people to cross.  It is also likely to lead to reduced traffic speeds at this point.  Construction 
of the informal crossing is substantially complete at the time of writing this response. 
 
Consultation on this scheme was carried out in the Summer of 2021, residents were 
contacted, and temporary yellow signs were installed on site directing road users to 
information about the scheme on the Surrey County Council website.  A number of parents 
of pupils at the schools responded to the consultation requesting that either a zebra crossing 
or a traffic light-controlled push button crossing be provided instead of the proposed kerb 
build out. 
 
Formal pedestrian crossing points, such as Zebra crossings and traffic light-controlled push 
button crossings give priority in law to pedestrians crossing the road, and for this reason, 
their location is more regulated. Therefore, when designing a formal pedestrian crossing 
point, several things need to be considered, including visibility, proximity of side roads and 
vehicle accesses to private properties, carriageway width and available footway width.  
 
Although the new kerb build out has helped to improve the visibility round the bend for those 
people crossing from the public footpath side of Buxton Lane. It is unlikely that the visibility 
requirements to construct either a Zebra Crossing or traffic light-controlled push button 
crossing at this location will be met, due to the location of a number of driveways and the 
existing bend. This is because drivers need a clear view of the traffic lights if a traffic light-
controlled crossing is provided, including drivers exiting private property.   
 
It is appreciated that some parents and residents would like more formal crossing facilities 
on Buxton Lane, but I hope that this response explains why Surrey Highways have taken the 
approach of providing a kerb-build out rather than a more formal crossing on Buxton Lane. 
 
 
Question 2 Mr A Aranha re A22 Godstone Road, Whyteleafe 

 
I wish to bring to your attention an issue of the 40 mph speed restriction on the dual carriage 
way starting from Whyteleafe South Railway Station to and from the Wapses Lodge 
Roundabout. 
  
Currently, vehicles speed up and to the roundabout at well over 40 mph and enter a 30 mph 
built up area, where I live. I have witnessed that a growing number of vehicles are not aware 
of the endangerment caused to pedestrians, property and other street furniture. Frankly, 
there is no need for this. Speed ought to be limited to 30 mph. 
  
So, what can be done via Tandridge Council or other means to bring about change? 
  
Something needs to be done and for just a simple, effective measure, save lives, property 
and reduce noise pollution. 
 
Response 

 
The existing A22 Godstone Road in Whyteleafe runs north/south from Wapses Lodge 
Roundabout at its southern point to the Surrey/Croydon boundary at the junction with Old 
Barn Lane to the north. The speed limit on the A22 Godstone Road in Whyteleafe is 40mph 
between Wapses Lodge Roundabout and a point 50m south of the junction with Salmons 
Lane, north of this point the speed limit is 30mph.  
 
The 40mph section of the A22 Godstone Road, Whyteleafe has had improvements carried 
out, including the reduction in the width of this road from a dual carriageway, to a single 
carriageway using road markings to hatch out the outside lane. This has helped to create 
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right turn lanes to protect right-turn traffic on the northbound carriageway as well as an on-
carriageway cycle lane on the southbound carriageway.  
 
The existing 30mph section of the A22 Godstone Road is a single carriageway road, 
supported by a speed camera located approximately 150m in from the start of the 30mph 
speed limit. This question is suggesting that the speed limit on the 40mph section of the A22 
Godstone Road is reduced to 30mph. 
 
Surrey County Council has a policy “Setting Local Speed Limits” in place that sets out how 
speed limits on Surrey’s roads can be reduced.  The policy can be found at the following 
page on the Surrey County Council website: 
 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-safety/speed-limits/setting-local-speed-limits-
policy 
 
Surrey County Council has no up to date speed survey data for this section of the A22 
Godstone Road. However, in September 2017 a speed survey was carried out on within the 
existing 40mph speed limit on the A22 Godstone Road near to the junction with Court 
Bushes Road. The results of this survey recorded mean speeds as follows; 
 
Northbound – 37mph 
Southbound – 35mph 
 
The results of the above survey showed good compliance with the existing 40mph speed 
limit.  
 
Surrey Highways receives large numbers of requests for road safety measures on the public 
highway network and it is unfortunately not possible to install safety measures in every road 
where they are requested.  Requests for schemes are prioritised using a number of criteria, 
the most important of which is road safety.  Surrey County Council holds personal injury 
collision data provided by Surrey Police. An analysis of this data has been carried out which 
shows that, during the most recent period for which data is available (from 01/10/18 and 
30/09/21) there have been no reported collisions on the 40mph section of the A22 Godstone 
Road. 
 
Therefore the request for a 30mph speed limit on the A22 Godstone Road in Whyteleafe  
would unfortunately not prioritise against other requests for schemes in the Tandridge area 
for the funding available for this type of scheme.  For this reason, a scheme to introduce a 
30mph speed limit on the A22 Godstone Road in Whyteleafe will not be progressed at the 
present time. 
 
 
Question 3 Martin Hurcomb re Harestone Hill & Harestone Valley Road, Caterham 

 
I wish to submit a question in relation to a traffic junction in Caterham valley.  It is the 
junction at the entrance to Morrison's car park - where Harestone Valley Road (HVR) and 
Harestone Hill (HH) meet at a mini-roundabout. 
 
I regard this junction as one which exposes me to unnecessary risk due to poor driving by 
many drivers but which is not helped by the absence of traffic calming measures. 
 
Let me explain where the risk lies - 
 
In essence, the problem/risk lies in the fact that when you approach the roundabout as you 
head towards the town centre from HVR (ie. with the United Reformed Church (URC) on 
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your right), you are of course obliged to give way to vehicles entering the roundabout from 
your right (ie. coming down HH).  However, the speed of too many vehicles coming down 
HH is too great and they enter the roundabout at too great a speed.  It is putting other road 
users at risk as well as pedestrians crossing at that point and I have witnessed too many 
near misses not to now wish to raise it with yourselves. 
 
The excessive speed of vehicles coming down HH is, in my opinion, caused by four factors: 
 
i) General poor driving, 
ii) (This point is most evident when it is Caterham School drop off or pick up time), drivers 
coming down HH obsessed with 'queue jumping' as they try to avoid queuing traffic in 
HVR.  It is my view that most of the queuing traffic in HVR as well as the drivers rushing 
down HH, have dropped children off at Caterham School.  The drivers rushing down HH 
have first 'darted up Loxford Way or Colburn Avenue and then are speeding down HH in 
order to jump three or four or five or however many cars they can because they have the 
right of way as they enter the roundabout over the queuing traffic to their left. 
iii) (This point is more relevant at non-school times), the driver coming down HH has good 
visibility of cars approaching the roundabout from the Hamptons International Estate 
Agents/Soper Hall end of HVR.  If they view no cars coming from that direction, it 'allows' the 
driver coming down HH to go even faster into the roundabout.  Equally, though, it seems to 
me, that if they see a car approaching from the Hamptons direction, they still come down HH 
at speed in an attempt to enter the roundabout first because they have the speed element 
and they dislike seeing vehicles join the roundabout from HVR to their left. 
iv) That vehicles technically can leave the Morrisons car park onto this roundabout only 
further confuses things. 
 
These four factors make this junction a needlessly dangerous junction, especially for drivers 
joining it from HVR as they drive towards the town centre. 
 
I am not asking for the URC to be told to reduce the height of its hedging - we need all the 
plants that we can get for the benefit of wildlife as also as their own natural barrier when they 
have children's group playing outside the building.  However, I would like to ask the LAC to 
consider ways to slow the speed of traffic coming down HH. 
 
Response 

 
There is a mini roundabout at the junction of Harestone Hill and Harestone Valley Road in 
Caterham.  The entrance to the public car park to the Church Walk shopping centre is 
accessed from this roundabout.  Harestone Hill is a predominately residential road that runs 
from Harestone Valley Road in the north to Tupwood Scrubbs Road in the south.  Harestone 
Valley Road is a residential road that runs from Station Avenue in the north to Weald Way in 
the south.  There is a private section of Harestone Valley Road that runs in an easterly 
direction from Weald Way past Caterham School. 
 
Caterham School is located at the southern end of Harestone Valley Road.  It is 
acknowledged that Harestone Valley Road can carry a significant amount of traffic, 
especially at school drop off and pick up times. 
 
Concerns have been expressed about road safety at the mini roundabout at the junction of 
Harestone Hill and Harestone Valley Road, particularly in relation to vehicle speeds on 
Harestone Hill on the approach to the roundabout.  The speed limits on both Harestone Hill 
and Harestone Valley Road are 30mph and these limits are enforced by the Police. 
 
An investigation has been carried out into the personal injury collision history at this mini-
roundabout during the most recent 3 year period for which data is available (01/10/2018 
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30/09/21). This data is provided by Surrey Police and shows that there has been no personal 
injury collisions reported to the Police at this mini-roundabout during this period.  
 
A site visit has been carried out, and vehicles entering the roundabout from Harestone Hill 
can be seen by drivers in Harestone Valley Road waiting at the give way line to join the 
roundabout.  However, it is not possible to see very far along Harestone Hill when waiting at 
the give way line at Harestone Valley Road. This does mean that drivers entering the mini-
roundabout from Harestone Valley Road have to be cautious and have to approach the 
roundabout slowly, in case they have to give-way to drivers entering the roundabout from 
Harestone Hill.  
 
However, it is appreciated that there is a concern that drivers approaching the mini-
roundabout from Harestone Hill are approaching the mini-roundabout too fast. Therefore, in 
view of the concerns expressed, it is proposed to ask colleagues in Surrey’s Drive Smart 
Team to arrange for a speed survey to be carried out on Harestone Hill, to assess the speed 
at which drivers are travelling on the approach to the mini-roundabout.  The results of the 
survey will provide information regarding whether there is an issue with speeding on 
Harestone Hill on the approach to the roundabout, and whether consideration needs to be 
given to additional enforcement by the Police or the provision of speed reducing measures 
on Harestone Hill. 
 
 
Question 4 Lucy Williams re Church Road, Whyteleafe 

 
Church Road in Whyteleafe has the potential to be a safe pedestrian route through 
Whyteleafe, as an alternative to the parallel main A22. In particular, it is a vital route to 
Whyteleafe Primary School.  At the moment, pedestrian safety is compromised by erratic 
parking and traffic movement. Furthermore, there is a footpath along the northern half of the 
road but none south of the football ground, so that pedestrians are forced to walk in the road 
or along muddy and often overgrown verges. Will Surrey County Council survey this road, 
with a view to formulating a plan to make this a safe pedestrian route for school children and 
the whole community? 
 
Response 
 
Church Road in Whyteleafe runs from Whyteleafe Hill in the north to Salmons Lane in the 
south.  There is a pavement on the eastern side of Church Road between Church Hill and 
Whyteleafe Football Club, along approximately half of the length of the road.  Between the 
football club and Salmons Lane there are no pavements on Church Road.   
 
The speed limit of Church Road is 30mph, the system of street lighting in the road indicates 
to drivers that the speed limit is 30mph.  There is a certain amount of commuter parking in 
Church Road as drivers can park in the road and walk to both Whyteleafe and Whyteleafe 
South train stations. 
 
An investigation has been carried out into the personal injury collision history on Church 
Road during the most recent 3-year period for which data is available (from 01/10/2018 to 
30/09/21). This data is provided by Surrey Police and shows that there have been no 
personal injury collisions in Church Road that have been reported to the Police during this 
period.  
 
There are two pedestrians in the road warning signs in Church Road at either end of the 
section where there is no pavement.  These signs warn drivers that they may encounter 
pedestrians walking along the road.  The sign close to the football club is rather dirty, and we 
are arranging for it to be cleaned.   
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It is appreciated that Church Road, like many roads in Surrey, does not have a continuous 
footway and that this raises road safety concerns. Unfortunately, Surrey County Council 
receives many requests for additional infrastructure to be installed and there are no current 
plans at this time to provide a new pavement along the section of Whyteleafe Road between 
the football club and Salmons Lane. 
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